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A Word from Woody. . .

“The Meaning of Christmas”
I recall one day as a young minister I had the
opportunity to eat lunch with a kind, older, more seasoned pastor. In fact, well- seasoned in the ministry
for four decades! I hoped to gain some wisdom from
him, especially as Christmas was on the ministry horizon for the year. But this was not to be.
The conversation, as I recall, went something like this.
Me: How’s your food?
Him: Good. How’s yours?
Me: Yummy!.
Him: I am interested in your time
studying in Scotland. Tell me about
some of your Ph.D. research interests in
the New Testament?
Me: Well, I have done a lot of research
on the birth narrative of Jesus in Matthew,
especially the virginal conception.
Him: Really. . . that’s interesting. I don’t
believe that all that happened—you know,
the virginal conception and all.
Me: Really? You don’t believe the message of Christmas in rooted in something
that actually happened in history?
Him: No.
Me: Why not?
Him: Well, I guess it just seems so fantastic and implausible.
Me: There are a lot of people who think
that. One of the things that has amazed me
is that this story of God coming in human
flesh was a popular idea among the GrecoRoman population of the first century AD. In
their literature gods regularly appeared as
humans and mated with earthly women,
whose offspring were seen as at least partly
divine. For example, Augustus Caesar is
known in Suetonius’ The Twelve Caesars for
having been the offspring of the god Apollo.

But such stories were repulsive to the
Jews. In fact, one of their popular accounts
of the origin of evil is that heavenly beings
impregnated earthly women and their offspring became giants who taught the
world evil. This is in 1 Enoch, a work wellliked by the Dead Sea Scrolls community.
What is ironic is that the account of Jesus
born through God’s Spirit as Immanuel,
God with us, is found in the most Jewish of
the four Gospels—Matthew. It was written
by someone from a Jewish background for
an audience which was mainly Jewish. For
example, in Matthew 1:18-25 is drenched
in Judaism-- it has Jesus referred to as the
Christ, His father Joseph as the son of
David, and a quotation from Isaiah 7:14. If
Matthew was ready to make up stories
about Jesus to impress his audience, this
is clearly not the way to do it!
Him: Hey, I never thought of it that
way. I still find it hard to believe, though.
But thanks for not condemning me for
being a skeptic of Christmas.
Me: No prob. . . now let’s see what’s
available for dessert. . .
While I did not express it in the conversation, I
was disappointed Deeply disappointed. I wanted a
role model from whom I could learn about effective,
God-honoring, Bible-centered ministry. Instead I had
an seasoned ministry colleague who took a startlingly different meaning from Christmas than I did.
So what is the meaning of Christmas? Does it
matter whether it is true? Is this just a children’s
tale, along the lines of Santa Claus, which has little
relevance for thinking adults?
I intend to explore such questions in the
sermon series during advent. It is my hope and
prayer that we can embrace what God has communicated in the Scripture—that He has truly come
among us in human history as Immanuel.
Yours in Christ,

Church Family Night
We had a great time last month bowling at AMF All
Star Lanes. The six of us had two competitive games going, and Kaylor Grimm is to be congratulated for winning
both of them! This month we will go to the Grimm’s home
on Sunday, December 15th from 5:00-7:00 PM for a
Christmas Pizza Party. Everyone is encouraged to bring a
wrapped “white elephant” gift—worth no more than $5—
and we will play our game to see who gets what! Please
be sure to invite friends!

Church Family Night will be on Wednesday, December 4th. Our speaker will be Shelby Baird of CrossroadsNOLA, a Christian foster care organization, and
she will share about connecting children to families. The
church will provide a Christmas ham as the main course
for our meal from 6:00-7:00 PM and Ms. Baird will
speak from 7:00-7:30 PM. Everyone is encouraged to
bring a food item. The cost is $5 per person, no more
than $15 per family.

Angel Tree Is Here!

Christmas Luncheon and Pancake Breakfast

On the first Sunday of Advent, December 1st, our
Angel Tree will be up! That means our Christmas Tree in
the front foyer of the sanctuary will have paper angel
ornaments with names of children who have an incarcerated parent and with information on what toy and
clothing article the child would like for Christmas. We
are encouraged to spend no more than $40 per child.
The gifts for each child should be wrapped and tied
together with the paper angel ornament affixed to the
gifts, and delivered to the Church Office by Wednesday,
December 11th. We will have an Angel Tree Christmas
Party at our Christmas luncheon on Sunday, December
15th after worship. Let’s keep this important ministry in
our prayers!

You will want to mark your calendars for two delicious events to celebrate Christmas. On Sunday, December 15 we will have our Tea Luncheon after worship. On
Sunday, December 22 we’ll have our Pancake Breakfast
from 9:15-10:15 AM. Please invite friends!

Sermons for December

Pastor Hingle will commence an Advent sermon series this month called “What Does Christmas Mean?”
On Sundays, December 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd he will
bring the meaning of Christmas for “For Truth” (1 Timothy 3:14-16), “For Love” (1 John 4:7-12), “For
Things” (1 John 2:17-18), and “For Family” (Mark 3:3135), respectively. The last sermon in December on Sunday the 29th will be “The Reason to Boast in the New
Year” on Jeremiah 9:23-24.

Christmas Eve Service
Our Christmas Eve service will be on Tuesday, December 24th from 5:00-6:00 PM. This will be a wonderful service of praise, candle lighting, and communion. It
is with great joy that Lakeshore Church will join with us!
Please invite friends!

Stewardship Update
Our Stewardship Sunday on November 3 was an
encouraging success. So far we have $104,960 in
pledges —compared to last year’s total of $105,960—
and we still are expecting several pledges to come in.
Please keep this in your prayers, and if you have not
already pledged you can find the pledge cards at either
entrance to the sanctuary or you can obtain one
through the Church Office.

Prayer Focus





Barbara Velasquez, health
For The United Methodist Church to stay united
under the final authority of Scripture and to follow
the Book of Discipline
LVUMC’s pledges for 2020
Leonardo Santos, who graduates from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary on Saturday, December 14th with a Doctor in Musical Arts, and for his
future plans

A Time for Guys’ Fellowship!
Pastor Woody Hingle is leading a Men’s Sunday
School Class that meets in the Library at 9:45 AM, and
we are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. The
men will have their supper gathering at New Orleans
Hamburger and Seafood (817 Veterans Blvd.) from
6:30-8:00 PM on Monday, December 9th.

Read your newsletter online at http://www.LakeVistaUMC.org
Addressing the Skeptic’s: New Book!
We will meet on Friday, December 6th at 12:00
Noon on chapter 2 of our new book by Dr. William Lane
Craig called The Son Rises: The Historical Evidence for
the Resurrection of Jesus. Please join us for a respectful, always thought-provoking discussion on reasons to
believe the faith. Please invite friends!

Prayer Walk Around the Neighborhood
This month’s prayer walk is Saturday, December 7th,
from 10:30-11:30 AM. Please join us for this important
ministry.
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Small Group Offerings
Wednesday SONrise and Wonderful Wednesday
Bible Study—The SONrise Prayer and Communion
service will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 AM
this month, except for December 18th and 25th. The
Wonderful Wednesday Bible studies will go over the
previous Sunday’s sermon meets at 7:00 PM, but will
also not meet on December 4th, 18th, and 25th.
The S(tudy), P(ray), A(ct) Ladies’ The SPA Ladies’
Fall Bible Study has ended. The study will start up again
in January. Please watch this space in the January newsletter for details on the Spring study.
Sunday School classes for women begin at 9:30
AM on in the Fellowship Hall. Men’s classes meet in the
library at 9:45 AM. Youth meet in the Education Building, and children on the playground for Storytime Corner
also at 9:45 AM.
A nursery sitter is available for children during worship services.

